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7 Landscaping Mistakes Real Estate
Agents See All the Time
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You may not have a green thumb, but that’s no reason to let your yard become an
eyesore. Not only will maintaining your lot keep your neighbors happy,
landscaping can actually also help boost your home’s value.

But where do you start? I asked real estate agents nationwide for the gardening
gaffes they see most. Here, the seven most common mistakes to avoid.

Beware: Reading may inspire feelings of wanting to pick up a rake and get outside.



2. Not paying attention to the terrain

“The biggest mistake I see people make with landscaping is trying to create
what they had ‘back home.” To compensate for the dry climate, I have seen
people ‘plant’ fake flowers. Fake grass has become very popular here, too.
Embracing the desert with all its natural beauty can be tough for people
coming from a greener environment but your yard should fit into the

landscape.”

3. Forgetting to factor in the local fauna

“I've seen homebuyers put huge fruit and vegetable gardens in their yard and,
when theyre not maintained properly, the gardens are ruined and attract all
types of animals and rodents.”

Tami Halton Pardee, a realtor and founder of Halton Pardee + Partners

in Los Angeles

4. Planting trees too close to your property

“Remember that trees grow. Plant them several feet away from your home so
their limbs won’t rub against your home. Overhanging limbs can also damage
the roof and spreading roots might damage the foundation.”

Melissa Okabe, a real estate agent at Alta Properties in Los Angeles,

California.



5. Not paying enough attention to your lawn

“Maintaining the soil conditions in your lawn and watering your lawn in a
timely fashion is a task many homeowners struggle with. There are many
lawns that are watered at the wrong time, cut too short (or with a dull blade),
or isn’t aerated to allow water and fertilizer to penetrate. This creates irregular

dead spots, weeds, brown grass and bugs.”

Karen Kostiw, a Realtor at Warburg Realty in New York City

6. Neglecting to keep things neat

“Sellers should always trim and thin trees and bushes so the home is the focal
point. [They should] pull weeds, mulch the flower beds for a clean aesthetic,

and add a pop of color with flowers —especially in areas that can accent the
front door and walkways. It should all be done in a manner that is substantial

enough to not look like a quickly-flipped property.”

Nick Meyer, a real estate agent with EQ1 Real Estate in San Jose,

California

7. Installing elaborate water fountains, koi ponds,
and oversized pools

“Many homeowners make the common landscaping mistake of putting a huge
pool in the backyard against the doors. They forget to leave room for people to
sit. In cold winter months, there’s practically no yard or anywhere to enjoy the

space”

Pardee
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