
 

 

 

TRENDS 

Swimming in the Lap Pool of Luxury: 8 
Lap Pools Ready for a Buyer to Dive In 
By Lisa Johnson Mandell | Jul 17, 2018 

realtor.com 
 
Lap pools offer nearly all the fun-filled (and fitness) benefits of a larger pool, 
but take up less space at a fraction of the cost. 

In fact, some homeowners are actually drowning in regret over the full-sized 
pools in their backyards. A common refrain was voiced by home 
owner James Sinclair of Sherman Oaks. "It's just my wife and me here now, 
and we only swim in our pool about two or three times a year," he says. "The 
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neighborhood dogs use it more than we do! It dominates the entire backyard, 
and maintenance costs an arm and a leg. We use our jacuzzi a lot more." 

Tami Halton Pardee, CEO and founder of Halton Pardee + Partners, 
specializes in properties on the coastal side of Los Angeles, and says that lap 
pools are becoming increasingly popular, especially since lots on the West 
side are generally smaller. 

"There's duality in what they do for people," she says. "It's a water feature for 
some, it's a physical form of exercise for others." 

This lap pool has a waterfall that doubles as a movie screen. 
realtor.com 
 
"Normal pools are great," she says. "But sometimes they overtake the yard. 
Most people want both a yard and a pool." She's recently sold homes where 
the buyer has wound up reducing the size of the backyard pool. "I think that's 
beginning to be a trend," she says, noting that with resistance jets, those who 
use their pools for exercise can get just as much of a workout in a lap pool. 
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As far as adding to the property value is concerned, Halton Pardee thinks a 
lap pool and a regular-sized pool are about equal. "Both add about 3%-5%, 
depending on the pool," she says. 

Dive in and take a look at these eight lap pools in homes currently for sale 
across the country... 

2919 Sanborn Ave, Venice, CA 

Price: $6,495,000 
Splashy features: Designer Jae Omar created this indoor/outdoor lap pool, 
surrounded by a wood deck that reflects the top-to-bottom paneling running 
throughout the first level of this four-bedroom home. Although the beach is 
within walking distance, the private lap pool is a lot more convenient, and 
keeps prying eyes (and photographers) at bay. 

Venice, CA 
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11616 Charnock Rd, Los Angeles, CA 

Price: $3,187,000 
Splashy features: This slender pool runs the length of the home and ends in 
a waterfall-wall that doubles as an outdoor movie screen, creating a float-in 
movie theater. Or you can relax with your feet in the water from the lap pool's 
Baja shelf. The 3,111-square-foot home is brand-new, and features bedrooms 
with terraces that overlook the pool and Zen gardens. 

Lap pool with Baja shelf and movie screen 
realtor.com 
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129 Spring Valley Rd, Ridgefield, CT 

Price: $4,695,000 
Splashy features: When you have waterfalls, a stream, and a lake on your 
31-acre property in Connecticut, all you really need is a a lap pool completely 
enclosed with glass to round out the water features. The pool runs parallel to 
the river, to offer the feeling of swimming outdoors year-round. There are 
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glorious views of the countryside from the glass poolhouse, the guest cottage, 
and the main residence, which was built from two vintage barns that were 
taken apart and reconstructed. 

Connecticut enclosed lap pool 
realtor.com 
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3000 Candlelight Ln, Palm Springs, CA 
Price: $985,000 
Splashy features: In the desert, pools are extremely hard to maintain 
because water evaporates in the heat, and residents are left with outrageous 
water bills. So a lap pool like this, shaded by ficus on one side and a two-story 
home on the other, is an ideal solution. There's also an in-ground spa and 
summer kitchen—all with mountain views—in the backyard of this three-
bedroom home. 

80 Double Arrow Rd S, Santa Fe, NM 
Price: $4,950,000 
Splashy features: Perched on the highest point of a ridge above the Old 
Santa Fe Trail, this is a spectacular lap pool, with a view! Throw in an 
attached spa and a round, sunken conversation area with a fire pit, and you 
have a beautiful backyard. Plus it's all consummately private, because 
the 7,298-square-foot home sits at the summit of a 53-acre lot. 

——— 

865 Hillcrest Dr, Nokomis, FL 
Price: $929,000 
Splashy features: A design unique to Florida, this 40-foot, two-lane lap pool 
sits inside a screened-in lanai. You can actually swim laps while watching 
your friends sittin' on the dock of the bay! Located on Skakett Island, the 
three-bedroom home has a brand-new kitchen. 
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4209 Babcock Ave, Studio City, CA 
Price: $3,139,000 
Splashy features: This brand-new house, built on a small lot, features a spa 
and 84-foot lap pool that wraps around the house. It's strategically set along 
one side, so lawn space isn't sacrificed, and it makes meaningful use of the 
side yard, a usually forgotten strip of property. There's plenty of space for an 
outdoor living room with a fireplace and waterfall, a fully equipped barbecue 
area, and multiple patios and decks. 

823 N Tilden St, Visalia, CA 
Price: $382,000 
Splashy features: Just to show you don't have to be a millionaire to enjoy the 
virtues of a lap pool, this reasonably priced home has a heated, saltwater 
pool. It leaves plenty of space for a patio, spa, a fire pit, and garden space. 
Built in 1975, this three-bedroom home was well ahead of the current lap pool 
trend, and has been recently updated inside, with a new, open kitchen. 

Lisa Johnson Mandell is an award-winning writer who covers lifestyle, 
entertainment, real estate, design, and travel. Find her on 
AtHomeInHollywood.com. 
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